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Sallisaw welcomes Rick Brinkley as Banquet Speaker
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2009 Christmas Events Bring Enthusiasm


The 2009 Downtown Christmas Lighting and the Annual Christmas Parade both sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce were, by all appearances, the biggest to date.  Many comments were made about the large crowd on Thursday, November 19th on the lawn of the Stanley Tubbs Memorial Library as the Mayor flipped the switch and brought Christmas cheer to Sallisaw! Of course, many were there just to see Santa Claus make his first visit to Sallisaw before Christmas Eve.  The Chamber would like to thank the Middle School and High School Choirs for entertaining the crowd with Christmas Carols and the Threads of Love Ladies from Professional Home Hospice for distributing cookies and hot chocolate to those braving the cold to be a part of the festivities. Then, on Saturday, December 12th over 45 entries made their way down Cherokee Avenue to entertain kids of all ages with beautiful floats and decorated vehicles.  Spectators could be seen from Cherokee and Main all the way to Dogwood Street.  As was done in past years, cash prizes for award winning floats were given by generous Chamber Members.  The Chamber would like to thank Cherokee Casino, Sallisaw for sponsoring the Business and Non-Profit Categories and Wright’s Home Services for sponsoring the School Category.  By all accounts, the efforts of many groups brought joy and smiles to the people of Sallisaw during the 2009 Christmas Season.  Thanks to all who participated!


Chamber Banquet Being Planned


The Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce Annual Awards Banquet will be held on Saturday, February 6th at the new People, Inc. Conference Center on J.T. Stites Boulevard.  The event will begin with the Social Time at 6:00 p.m. and the banquet beginning promptly at 7:00 p.m.  The theme for this year’s banquet is “A New Day Rising”. We are putting to bed all the gloom and doom of 2009 and preparing to greet a brighter 2010!  The keynote speaker for the event will be Mr. Rick Brinkley, President and CEO of the Tulsa Better Business Bureau.  Rick is a very dynamic motivational speaker who spends much of his time touring the country delivering this type of speech to organizations such as Chambers of Commerce.  The Chamber feels very fortunate to have Mr. Brinkley join us for this event.   As in the past, corporate tables are now being sold for a cost of $200 per table.  This year the tables only seat 6 and space is very limited!  If you wish to purchase a table please do so as soon as possible.  A total of 39 tables will be available this year as opposed to 45 in the past.  Individual tickets are also on sale for a cost of $25 each.  Charlie’s Chicken will once again cater the meal with Tammy Tatham preparing the food for the Social Time.  The Sallisaw FFA and NOW Coalition students will be the servers for the evening.  




























































































and in the program the night of the banquet.    Chamber members who purchase the corporate tables will be given the best seats in the banquet hall, on a “first come, first serve” basis.  The Chamber will also recognize businesses and individuals who went above and beyond in their service to the Chamber of Commerce and the community of Sallisaw during the 2007 calendar year.  Many special awards and gifts will be given to show the Chamber’s appreciation.  The banquet is open to the general public.  Anyone 








wishing to purchase a ticket should call the Chamber Office at 775-2558 anytime after January 14th.  We look forward to seeing all of you at the banquet on February 9th.


Lieutenant Governor Visits Chamber


All Chamber of Commerce Members are invited and encouraged to come and visit with our Lieutenant Governor, Jari Askins on Tuesday, January 15th at 4:00 p.m. in the Chamber Conference Room.  She will be in town that day addressing the Sequoyah BPW and the Sallisaw High School students along with our Chamber members.  Please take a few minutes from your day and make it a point to come and give her a warm Sallisaw welcome.























  








Character Trait for January





ORDERLINESS


 


Arranging myself and my surroundings to achieve greater efficiency











January 27	Monthly Chamber Luncheon – People, Inc. Conference Center – 12:00 noon





February 2	HBA Meeting – Chamber Conference Room – 11:30 a.m.





February 6	Annual Chamber of Commerce Awards Banquet – People, Inc. Conference Center – 6:00 p.m. Social Time 7:00 p.m. Banquet 





February 17	SIC Board Meeting – Chamber Conference Room – 12:00 noon





February 24	Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors Retreat – People, Inc. 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.





February 25-26	Annual Sequoyah County Junior Livestock Show and Sale














December Membership Meeting About Fun!





The December Chamber Membership Luncheon was held on Wednesday, December 9th at the First United Methodist Church.  The members were treated to a wonderful lunch catered by Aroma’s and then entertained by the Select Choirs of the Tommy Spears Middle School and the Sallisaw High School.  This meeting is always a fun and relaxed event which seems to be enjoyed by all.  The Chamber would like to thank the follow businesses for donated beautiful centerpieces that were given away at the end of the meeting:  The Green House, The Flower Cottage, Brenda’s Flowers and Tre’ Chic.  Each of these businesses donated three arrangements.  Just previous to adjourning the meeting, Judy Martens, Executive Director, thanked Marley Abell for his wonderful service and dedication as the 2009 Chamber President.   Marley did a marvelous job for you, the Chamber member.  Take a minute and thank him!


January Meeting will Feature Hospital





The Chamber is extremely pleased and honored to have Mrs. Debbie Knoke, Administrator of Sequoyah Memorial Hospital as our keynote speaker for the January Chamber Membership Luncheon.  The Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, January 27th, 12:00 noon in the People, Inc. Conference Center.  Mrs. Knoke will be bringing to the group a presentation of the many changes and additions that have taken place at the hospital within the past year or two. Based on the results derived from the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid services survey data, Sequoyah Memorial Hospital ranks above the state and national percentage level in every area surveyed. We look forward to hearing Mrs. Knoke’s presentation.  This will be a good opportunity for you, the Chamber member, to be educated about our hospital and also have a chance to ask any questions you might have regarding services offered.  Please mark your calendar and plan to join us for this great meeting.   Cost for the lunch will be $8, each.  Please feel free to bring a friend or co-worker with you.  Our meetings are open to the public.


Chamber Member of the Year Chosen





At the Annual Awards Banquet the 2009 Chamber Member of the Year will be announced.  Until that time, the winner will remain undisclosed.  The winning business was chosen by you, the Chamber member from the list of those who were selected by the Chamber Board of Directors for each month that a Membership Luncheon was held.  Below is a recap of those chosen as candidates for this prestigious award:


Blue Ribbon Auto Group, National Bank of Sallisaw, First National Bank of Sallisaw, Armstrong Bank, ARVEST Bank, Sallisaw Public Schools, Wrights Home Services, Cherokee Casino, Sallisaw; Grand River Dam Authority and Peters Agency Care Management, LLC.


Each of these businesses were chosen because of their dedication to the Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce through the giving of their time, talents and treasures.  The Chamber would like to once again thank each of these candidates for providing essential services that make the Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce very successful! This, along with several other special awards, will be a large part of the program at this year’s banquet. 





Chamber Board Plans Retreat





In order for the 2010 Chamber Board of Directors to serve you to the best of their ability, they must be educated about their responsibilities as board members and trained in the areas of creating a prosperous and  effective Chamber.  Wednesday, February 24th has been set aside for this training.  Mrs. Ruth Littlefield, Membership Director, of the Tulsa Metro Chamber of Commerce will be the facilitator of the Retreat which will be held at People, Inc. from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.  These board members are giving up precious time from their schedules to serve you better. Be sure to let them know that they are appreciated for their efforts!












































  























HERE WE GROW AGAIN!


NEW MEMBERS  FOR:  


Nov.& Dec.  2009





Wight’s Office Machines


First Assembly of God Church





Thank you for joining the Chamber.  Your commitment to making Sallisaw a better and more prosperous community is appreciated.





RENEWING MEMBERSHIPS


Dept. of Human Services


TRAC, Inc.


Health and Wellness Center


Sallisaw Main Street Group


Armstrong Bank


Aviagen


Bill Willis Mental Health


Oakridge Assembly of God


Paul Johanning, Attorney


Oklahoma Information Center


J.T. and Mary Jo Stites


U Design It


Wrights Home Services


Mr. Stanley Collins





Thank you for renewing your membership with the Chamber.  With your continued support, we can work together in the growth and development of  our  great  community. 








MISSION STATEMENT


The mission of the Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce is to enhance the economic vitality of the Sallisaw area while striving to create the best quality of life possible for our citizens.








Community News


Diamond Daze Planning Begins!


Plans are already in the works for an even bigger and better Diamond Daze Festival for 2010!  After reaching a record setting attendance of approximately 7,000 festival goers last year, the Chamber Board and Festival Committee are hopeful of bringing at least 10,000 spectators to Sallisaw this year.  An offer has been submitted to a very popular Nashville entertainer with Oklahoma ties who is sure to bring an overwhelming crowd to the high school grounds on either Friday, June 4th or Saturday, June 5th.  We’re just waiting to hear from his agent.  As in the past, the KCBS BBQ Cook-Off will be held.  The Chamber Office is already receiving requests for entry forms and judging opportunities.  This one venue alone brings over 200 people to the grounds.  The Chamber is also receiving inquiries from arts and craft vendors and of course, many food vendors.  Last year, several food vendors ran out of food to serve!  Great Plains Amusements has already been booked as our carnival for Wednesday through Saturday, June 2nd – 5th.  We will also be hosting the Tori Mills Talent Showcase once again this year, coordinated by Mr. Chad Jasna.  If you or someone you know would be interested in participating in this, be sure to contact the Chamber. But, as always, the success of this festival depends on you, the Chamber member and your willingness to sponsor it.  When you receive the letter along with the request form, please be generous and help us, once again, produce a quality event in which all of Sallisaw and Sequoyah County can take pride in.  Remember, many of your contributions may be tax deductible, too!  Be watching your upcoming newsletters for Diamond Daze Festival updates!





County Livestock Show Coming Soon


The Sequoyah County Junior Livestock Show will be Thursday, February 25th and Friday, February 26th.  This event has been sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce for over 30 years and is very important to the 4-H and FFA students of this county.  If you have advertised in the Livestock Show Book in the past, you will be contacted within the next couple of weeks about doing so once again.  If you have not done so in the past and are interested in this inexpensive way to advertise your business, please contact the Chamber Office for rates.  Prior to the sale on Friday night, a BBQ dinner will be provided for a cost of $5 per person.  Make plans to support these young people by purchasing an ad, coming to the dinner and of course, bidding on their animals!  These are the future leaders of our county.  Let’s give them the support and encouragement they deserve. 





Greater Sequoyah County Home Builders Assoc. Meeting Set





The regular monthly meeting of the Greater Sequoyah County Home Builders will be Tuesday, February 2nd, 11:30 a.m. in the Chamber of Commerce Conference Room.  Lunch will be provided for a cost of $8 per person.  This month’s meeting will feature Mayor Shannon Vann as the speaker.  Mr. Mike Means from the Oklahoma State Home Builders Assoc. will be on hand to give updates regarding any new legislation that is relevant to all builders throughout the state.  Any and all builders within Sequoyah County are encouraged to attend this meeting and are welcome to join this organization.  Also, bankers, realtors and sub-contractors are encouraged to be a part of this organization as there are many benefits to membership.  Mike Means will give a review of these benefits to any new attendee’s. 

















Executive Board – 2010


President – Dale Wood, Black Diamond Storage


President Elect – Dr. Bob Wells, Bob Wells, D.D.S. Family Dentistry


Treasurer – Gary Schaefer, BHC Insurance


Past President – Marley Abell, First Financial Center


Board Members – 2010


Jeff Allred – Journey Church


Kasey Moran – TRAC, Inc.


Mike Neer – National Bank of Sallisaw  


Cheryl Mills – 7 Oaks Ranch


Kathy Harrell – Carl Albert State College – Sallisaw Campus


Michelle Mings – First National Bank


Dr.Amanda Trudeau – Total Eye Care


Terry Nation – Armstrong Bank


Bill Baker – Ex-Officio Member-City Manager


Shannon Vann – Ex-Officio Member-Mayor


Ron Wyrick – Ex-Officio Member-Superintendent of Schools


Buddy Spencer – Ex-Officio Member-SIC Pres. - Blue Ribbon Auto


Judy Martens – Executive Vice-President


Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce
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Support the upcoming Diamond Daze Festival!


Your sponsorship is what makes this event GROW and prosper Sallisaw!





Mark your calendar NOW!


Friday, June 4th and Saturday, June 5th





Sallisaw High School Complex





Thank you, Sallisaw Public Schools for your continued support of this event! You are our “Chamber Champs” for January!





Upcoming Events


 January – February 2010  








Sallisaw   Chamber   Of   Commerce


Racing Toward the Future, while cherishing the Past.
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