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Shop Sallisaw Campaign in Full Swing!


Through the generosity of over 50 Chamber of Commerce Members, we will be giving away $5,500 on Saturday, December 12th, 12:00 noon on the lawn of the Stanley Tubbs Library.  The Chamber has coordinated this campaign now for three years with the amount of money given away growing each year.  The first year, $3,000 was given, last year, $4,000 and we’ve reached a new high this year. It has been reported by Sallisaw City Manager; Bill Baker that he feels this campaign helps boost the sales tax revenue during the holiday season.  With the revenue lagging in almost every city statewide, we feel very encouraged that ours will increase because of the substantial amount of prize money to be distributed among nine places.  Top prize being $1,500.  For a full list of those merchants participating stop by the Chamber Office and pick up a flyer.  Also, the flyers will be posted at all participating locations.  Be sure to ask for your gold ticket when making a purchase with a participating Chamber Member!


Chamber Completes Survey-Data Available


The Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce recently conducted an Economic Leakage Survey of the community and their shopping habits.  The survey deadline was October 19th which yielded 324 responses.  What the survey showed was that Sallisaw has the highest leakage to larger neighboring communities in our dining and entertainment area and in our sporting goods area.  These results were of no surprise to the Chamber or the City.  There were areas of leakage that could be avoided by consumers simply making an effort to buy locally when products are available here at a very small, if any, increase in price.  The Chamber and the City are trying to stress the importance of buying locally to support the vital services supplied by the City such as; fire and police protection, good streets, clean parks and recreation areas.  Every time the consumer purchases products and services in another community they are aiding that community in creating a better quality of life for their citizens.  Don’t we, the citizens of Sallisaw deserve that same quality of life?  Think about this before you get in the car and leave our city limits to do your shopping.  We deserve the best quality of life possible.  Do your part to insure that.


Open House a Success!


Once again on Sunday, November 15th the local merchants of Sallisaw hosted the Annual Merchant’s Christmas Open House with the aid of the Chamber and the Sequoyah County Times.  The Chamber, through the generosity of many Chamber merchants was able to give away four gift baskets worth over $200, each.  This is done as an incentive to get ladies out and shopping that day!  By all reports, the day was a huge success.  Once again, helping to build up our sales tax revenue!











































































































and in the program the night of the banquet.    Chamber members who purchase the corporate tables will be given the best seats in the banquet hall, on a “first come, first serve” basis.  The Chamber will also recognize businesses and individuals who went above and beyond in their service to the Chamber of Commerce and the community of Sallisaw during the 2007 calendar year.  Many special awards and gifts will be given to show the Chamber’s appreciation.  The banquet is open to the general public.  Anyone 








wishing to purchase a ticket should call the Chamber Office at 775-2558 anytime after January 14th.  We look forward to seeing all of you at the banquet on February 9th.


Lieutenant Governor Visits Chamber


All Chamber of Commerce Members are invited and encouraged to come and visit with our Lieutenant Governor, Jari Askins on Tuesday, January 15th at 4:00 p.m. in the Chamber Conference Room.  She will be in town that day addressing the Sequoyah BPW and the Sallisaw High School students along with our Chamber members.  Please take a few minutes from your day and make it a point to come and give her a warm Sallisaw welcome.























  








Character Trait for December





SELF CONTROL


 


Rejecting wrong desires and doing what is right





Keep your Christmas gift shopping in Sallisaw!





Purchase Chamber Checks for all those “hard to buy for” people on your list!  They can be redeemed at over 30 merchants in Sallisaw!





Call the Chamber Office for more information – 775-2558





Do your part to boost our sales tax revenue!








December 4	SIC Board Meeting – Chamber Conf.


	Room – 12:00 noon





December 3	Chamber After Hours-Cherokee Casino Sallisaw�4:40 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.





December 9	Monthly Chamber Luncheon – First United Methodist Church – 12:00 noon





December 11	Shop Sallisaw Campaign Ends





December 12	Shop Sallisaw Giveaway – Library Lawn – 12:00 noon


	Annual Christmas Parade – 6:00 p.m., line-up 5:30





December 14	All Angels for the Angel Tree due back to Chamber Office by 5:00 p.m.





December 16	Angel Tree Giveaway – Fairgrounds Bldg.

















November Speaker Talks Regionalism


Mr. Paul Harvel, President of the Fort Smith Regional Chamber of Commerce was the keynote speaker for the November Chamber Membership Luncheon which was held at Western Sizzlin’ on Wednesday, November 18th.  Mr. Harvel is still fairly new to the Fort Smith Chamber but has some very exciting plans for the entire River Valley Region.  He shared his views on the advantages of a regional economic development board which would allow all participating communities, regardless of size, to have the same representation, preferably two members.  He explained that by doing this, you take out the possibility of giving an unfair advantage to the larger communities involved.  He explained that many times companies looking to relocate their operations want to locate in smaller communities, yet have easy access to the larger metropolitan areas.  By creating this board or coalition, the marketing costs are shared by each community therefore relieving the burden on just one major metro area while also eliminating many hours of research on the part of the prospective industry.  Mr. Harvel stressed that industries and businesses usually have no allegiance to stateliness when it comes to finding the best location for their operation.  They are also now looking for a region that will be able to supply the best quality of life possible for their employees.  With many states offering competitive financial incentive programs to the companies, they now want communities that have the edge on quality of life amenities.  Tourism works the same way.  As we all know, tourism is the purist form of economic development and tourists know no boundaries when traveling.


Mr. Harvel plans to institute the board in the near future.  He is very hopeful that Sallisaw will play a significant roll in this board because there are a large number of people in the Fort Smith workforce that reside in Sallisaw and Sequoyah County.  He did indicate that securing a major industry to the area takes time and a tremendous financial commitment.  Again, this is the beauty of a regional effort; the financial burden is shared by all who participate.  Competition between communities within the board is eliminated by the signing of a “no competition” clause.  This keeps continuity within the group. and gives peace of mind to each community knowing that they will not lose a current business residing in their city to a neighboring community.  In other Chamber business Grand River Dam Authority was named the Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce Member of the Month for November.  GRDA has always been a vital partner with the Chamber in creating quality events and programs for people throughout the county.  Their financial support of the City and Chamber are unmatched by any other organization.  Our sincere thanks to GRDA for being such good community partners!





New Banquet Facility in Casino





The Cherokee Casino, Sallisaw was the site of our October Membership Luncheon.  We were guests of the Casino staff in their new banquet facility.  The room is a great place to hold a holiday banquet, wedding reception, workshop, etc. it holds up to 75 people, comfortably and the Casino does a great job furnishing the food for any occasion.  For more information on booking the room call:  918-427-6805. Our sincere thanks to Cherokee Casino, Sallisaw for so graciously hosting our meeting!  They were also named our October Chamber Member of the Month.  Congratulation Casino Staff!





















































  




















HERE WE GROW AGAIN!


NEW MEMBERS  FOR:  


Aug/Sept/Oct  2009





Tre’ Chic


Prairie Sky Investments


Sequoyah County Clerk


American National Insurance


Dana’s Corner Antiques





Thank you for joining the Chamber.  Your commitment to making Sallisaw a better and more prosperous community is appreciated.


RENEWING MEMBERSHIPS


Long John Silver/A&W


People, Inc.


Greenleaf Properties


Cox Exterminators


O’Reilly’s Auto Parts


American Red Cross-Tulsa


A-OK Printing - GRDA


Pastor’s Fellowship


Ed’ Truck Stop/Travel Center


Eastern Workforce Board


Charlie’s Chicken


Subway – Sonic


The Journey Church


Sun Loans – Felt’s Shoes


Cookson Hills Electric


ARVEST Bank – Western Sizzlin


Cherokee Nation Commerce


Fortnight Construction


Charles & Linda Mattox


Stanley Tubbs Library





Thank you for renewing your membership with the Chamber.  With your continued support, we can work together in the growth and development of  our  great  community. 





MISSION STATEMENT


The mission of the Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce is to enhance the economic vitality of the Sallisaw area while striving to create the best quality of life possible for our citizens.








Community News


Christmas Parade Coming Soon!


The forms for the 2009 Christmas Parade will be available at the Chamber Office on Monday, November 30th.  The theme for this year’s parade is “Christmas at the Movies”.  We are very excited to welcome Lieutenant Governor, Jari Askins as our Parade Grand Marshall this year!  We are asking everyone who enters a float to follow the theme of their favorite Christmas movie.  Some examples are; The Nativity Story, Home Alone, It’s a Wonderful Life, etc.  The floats will be judged on originality, eye appeal, & theme content.  As in the past, cash prizes will be given in three categories: Schools /School Organizations, Non-Profits/Churches and a business category.  We would like to thank Cherokee Casino, Sallisaw for sponsoring the business and non-profit categories this year and Wright’s Home Services for sponsoring the school category.  The parade will begin at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 12th with the line-up starting at 5:30 p.m.  The Chamber will once again give away goody bags at the Gazebo to all children ages 5 to 10 directly following the parade.  Get in line!





December Membership Luncheon Planned


The December Chamber Membership Luncheon is always a time of good food, great entertainment and fun fellowship just before we all get bombarded with the holiday frenzy.  This year will be no different.  Please make plans to join us on Wednesday, December 9th, 12:00 noon at the First United Methodist Church for this event.  The Middle School and High School Choirs will be entertaining us, Aroma’s will be feeding us, and several specialty shops will be sharing their wares with us that day!  You don’t want to miss the opportunity to win one of the door prizes!  We would like to thank the Methodist Church staff in advance for continually hosting this event.  Their sanctuary is always so beautifully decorated that we can’t help but get into the Christmas spirit!  Mark your calendar now and plan to join us for this meeting.





Chamber After-Hours Hosted by Casino





The second Chamber After-Hours Event will be held on Thursday, December 3rd, 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. at the Cherokee Casino, Sallisaw.  The Casino has graciously agreed to host all of these events for the next year.  They supply the food, soft drinks and a great room for us.  Those who attended the first one really enjoyed themselves and plan to attend again.  If you possibly can, join us for food, drink and a chance to win a door prize.  This is just a fun time of fellowship and a chance to network with other Chamber members. The casino now has a full service bar for your enjoyment, if you’d like.  





Character Council Holds Fall Meeting


The Fall Meeting of the Sallisaw Character Council was held on Thursday, November 19th at the People, Inc. Facility.  Over 45 people were in attendance and heard a presentation from Mr. Dan Morris, President and CEO of Advantage Controls in Muskogee.  Their business has grown from 10 employees in Muskogee to 85 and 10 other locations in the U.S. and 3 offices in other continents.  Dan attributes their success to emphasizing the 49 character traits to their employees.   Enclosed in this newsletter you will find the traits.  It is our hope that you, too, will study and apply these traits in your business and personal life.  We also encourage you to discuss them with your employees.  The Chamber would like to thank Sequoyah Memorial Hospital, our leading Character First! employer, for furnishing the meal.  Because of their generosity the meeting was a huge success!











Executive Board – 2009


President – Marley Abell, First Financial Center


President Elect – Dale Wood, Armstrong Bank


Treasurer – Gary Schaefer, BHC Insurance


Past President – Debbie Edgmon, BorgWarner


Board Members – 2009


Larry Randolph – Charlie’s Chicken


Dwight Spencer – Blue Ribbon Auto Group


Holly Dickson – Sequoyah Memorial Hospital


Jeff Allred – Journey Church


Kasey Moran – TRAC, Inc.


Mike Neer – National Bank of Sallisaw  


Cheryl Mills – 7 Oaks Ranch


Kathy Harrell – Carl Albert State College – Sallisaw Campus


Buddy Spencer – President, SIC-Blue Ribbon Auto


Bill Baker – Ex-Officio Member-City Manager


Shannon Vann – Ex-Officio Member-Mayor


Ron Wyrick – Ex-Officio Member-Superintendent of Schools


Buddy Spencer – Ex-Officio Member-Blue Ribbon Auto


Judy Martens – Executive Vice-President


Sallisaw Chamber of Commerce














�








The Annual Chamber of Commerce Awards Banquet is coming in February!





Mark your calendar now and plan to attend this great event. 





Saturday, February 6th is the date!  We will hold the banquet at the People, Inc. Meeting Facility this year. 


Information will be coming to you soon, so be watching as seating space will be limited this year!


Mr. Rick Brinkley, President and CEO of the Tulsa Better Business Bureau will be our keynote speaker.











Upcoming Events


 December 2009  








Sallisaw   Chamber   Of   Commerce


Racing Toward the Future, while cherishing the Past.
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